
HCS 1st Grade Social Studies Curriculum Map 
 

Timeline Unit Standards/Focus Topics Key Vocabulary Compelling Questions/Learning Targets Comments 
All Year 
 

Questioning/ 
Investigating 

1.I.Q.1 Ask compelling questions 
about communities in Kentucky. 
 
1.I.Q.2 Identify supporting questions 
to investigate compelling questions 
about communities in Kentucky.  

-goods 
-government 
______________________ 
 
-state 
-community 
-civic 
-responsibilities 
-consequences 
-culture 
-diversity 
-families 
-inquiry 
-leaders 
-needs 
-patriotism 
-goods 
-services 
-symbols 
-wants 
-needs 
 

“What makes a community healthy?” 
Teachers can pose this question to 
students to facilitate exploration about 
why this standard applies to them 
and/or their community and state.  
Teachers can pose their questions to 
students to facilitate exploration about 
why this standard applies to them 
and/or their community and state to 
address the compelling question.  

- How do public services impact a 
community? 

- How does our community 
recognize other cultures? 

- How do community members 
solve community problems?  

 

4 Weeks  Unit #1: Civics & 
Citizenship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Civic and Political Institutions 
1.C.CP.1 Describe the purpose of 
Kentucky government.  
 
Roles and Responsibilities of a Citizen  
1.C.RR.1 Identify the rights and 
responsibilities of citizens.  
 
Civic Virtues and Democratic 
Principles  
1.C.CV.1 Describe basic democratic 
principles.  
 
1.C.CV.2 Describe civic virtues.  
 
Processes, Rules and Laws  
1.C.PR.1 Investigate rules and laws in 
Kentucky to understand their 

-government 
-private institutions 
-public institutions 
-responsibilities 
-rights 
______________________ 
 
-citizen 
-budget 
-democracy 
-rules 
-laws 
-consequences 
-vote 
-election 
-ballot 
-governor 
-mayor 

What is the purpose of Kentucky 
government?   
What is a citizen?   
What are the rights of a citizen?   
What are the responsibilities of a 
citizen?   
How can we work together to make 
better decisions?   
What is democracy?   
What are civic virtues?  
Why do we have rules?   
What is a consequence?   
What are laws?   
What purpose do laws serve?   
Who are the leaders in Kentucky and 
what do they do?   
What are the symbols or Kentucky?   

 



purpose.  
 
Kentucky Government  
1.C.KGO.1 Identify Kentucky leaders, 
and explain their roles and 
responsibilities.  
 
1.C.KGO.2 Investigate how civic 
identity is shaped by symbolic 
figures, places and events. 

-president 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What are some important historical 
figures and places in Kentucky that 
shape our civic identity? (Civic 
identity can be shaped by diverse 
historical figures from the state, local 
communities, and unique places, 
which may include, but are not limited 
to, Churchill Downs, Mammoth Cave 
and the Appalachian Mountains, as 
well as events that have shaped civic 
identity in Kentucky like national 
conflicts.) 
What if we had no rules? 
What are the different types of rules? 
Why do people follow rules? 
What rules help communities? 
Who creates rules? 
When is it okay to break rules?  
Why do we have state government?  
What are Kentucky’s rules and laws? 
Who makes Kentucky’s laws? 
How does Kentucky government 
know which laws have to pass? 
What choices do governments make 
with money? 
How does Kentucky government 
show our history?  
How might rules and laws change our 
choices? 
What choices bring communities 
together? 

4 Weeks  Unit #2: 
Economics 
 
 
 

Microeconomics 1.E.MI.1 
Differentiate between buyers 
(consumers) and sellers (producers).  
 
1.E.MI.2 Give an example of a cost or 
benefit of an event.  
 
Macroeconomics 1.E.MA.1 Describe 
how different jobs, as well as public 
and private institutions, help people 

-goods 
-services 
-producers 
-consumers 
-scarcity 
______________________ 
 
-cost 
-skills 
-jobs 

What is a good?   
What is a service?   
What is a need?   
How can ways to trade be used to get 
goods and services?   
Why do people purchase goods and 
services?   
What is one way communities help 
individuals by providing goods and 

 



in the community.  
 
Specialization, Trade and 
Interdependence 1.E.ST.1 Explain 
why the goods and services people in 
a community produce are traded 
with those produced in other 
communities.  
 
1.E.ST.2 Investigate how people can 
benefit themselves and others by 
developing special skills, strengths 
and goods.  
 
Incentives, Choices and Decision 
Making  
1.E.IC.1 Predict a person’s change in 
behavior in response to incentives 
and opportunity costs.  
 
1.E.IC.2 Explain how choices are 
made as a result of scarcity.  
 
Kentucky Economics 1.E.KE.1 Identify 
and describe what goods and 
services are produced in different 
places and regions in Kentucky 

-trade 
-resources 
-limited resources 
-opportunity 
-money 
-regions 

services?   
What are the incentives?   
What is opportunity cost?   
What is scarcity?   
How would scarcity affect our 
community?   
What goods and services are 
produced for the different regions in 
Kentucky? 
What choices do I make? 
What affects my choices? 
What choices do people make about 
their environments? 
What choices do people make with 
their money? 
What makes one choice better than 
another? 
How do choices change over time? 
How do we decide what to spend our 
money on?  
Why is Louisville good for 
businesses? 
 

 

5 Weeks  Unit #3: 
Geography & 
Settlement 
 
 

Migration and Movement 1.G.MM.1 
Explain why and how people and 
goods move to and within 
communities.  
 
Human Interactions and 
Interconnections 1.G.HI.1 Describe 
how culture and experience 
influence the cultural landscape of 
places and regions within their 
community and state.  
 
Human Environment Interaction 
1.G.HE.1 Describe ways people 
modify their environment.  
 
Geographic Reasoning 1.G.GR.1 

-goods 
-services 
______________________ 
 
-trade 
-culture 
-regions 
-environment 
-map 
-globe 
-cardinal directions 
-symbols 
-map key 
-grid 
-town 
-state 
-physical & human 

How is community formed by cultural 
landscape?   
How do people change their 
environment?   
Name a landform.   
What is a map?   
How can you utilize a map?   
What are the symbols on a map 
represent?   
How can you use a map to find where 
you are going?   
What are the landforms around us?   
What are some landforms found in 
Kentucky? 
How does location help us make 

 



Create geographic representations to 
identify the location of familiar 
places, and organize information 
regarding familiar places at different 
scales.  
 
Kentucky Geography 1.G.KGE.1 
Compare the physical and human 
characteristics of communities in 
Kentucky. 

 

characteristics 
-landforms 
 

choices? 
 
 

 

3 Weeks  Unit #4: History  
 
 

Change and Continuity 1.H.CH.1 
Describe how events, people and 
innovation of the past affect their 
present lives, community and state.  
 
Cause and Effect 1.H.CE.1 Predict the 
causes and effects of events in their 
community and state.  
 
Conflict and Compromise 1.H.CO.1 
Describe interactions that occur 
between individuals as members of 
groups, the community and/or state.  
 
Kentucky History 1.H.KH.1 Compare 
life in Kentucky in the past to life in 
Kentucky today.  
1.H.KH.2 Identify Kentucky symbols, 
songs and traditions. 

 

-tradition 
______________________ 
 
-culture 
-technology 
-past 
-present 
-future 
-community 
-state 
-cause 
-effect 
-customs 
-ethnicity 
-recreation 
-education 
-symbols 
-songs 
 

How do communities change over 
time?   
What is an event that occurs 
throughout the year in every 
community?   
How can I work cooperatively with 
people around me?   
What is something that is different 
than it was a long time ago?   
How have homes changed over the 
years?   
What is the difference in our cultures 
around the world and communities?   
What are the symbols specific to 
Kentucky?   
What the Kentucky state song?   
What are some events specific to 
Kentucky?   
What traditions are relative to 
Kentucky?   
How has life in Kentucky changed 
from the past? 
 

 

 

 
 
 


